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DEDICATION 


To our Indiana pioneer fathers and mothers 
in the Faith who carved out of the forests homes 
and farms for our use and enjoyment today, and 
who earnestly sought to build’ ‘Christ’s Church 
according to the Word of God;iarnd to preserve 


_ the Faith which was once delivered to the saints. 


Printed in the United States of America. 


Forks Anniversary and Home Coming 
October 5, 6, 1957 


Saturday Evening 


Devotional Meditations 2 cesecssccsscssscssecssmeessecssnseemseseeteuet Orvin J. Hooley 
Message, “Ye Are the Body of Chrise? 0. ccccsccccsscseueeeesee S. J. Miller 


Sunday Morning 


PU CAR ICES IR VECOCEING jn 8 cr a ak ea pn tl it pe ong 9:00 
SSULSiCl UME SCIUINC ee ee ee te rc 9:30 
Adult Classes—O. O. Miller 
TEC SCLU ICES Be cnr ee ae ea ee a ee ee na ee 10:30 
Devotional Meditations 0.0: Donald Yoder 
1 TESS Ceti (bc Re a i ARR DR ele rte RLS Re E. E. Miller 
Noon, Fellowship Dimmer... sccccssscscessesseneneecenueee Church Cabin 
Afternoon—2:00 O'clock 
Devotional Meditations: .......cccccccscccsssssssssssecncenLerssesssssneetonenneconnsseesenees S. S. Miller 
POLRSRCNUCCH MEAISTOLY gH pee 20 ee ee J. C. Wenger 
REMINISCENCES Eh oe are he a Oscar S. Hostetler 

Testimonies 


Evening—7:30 O'clock 


Devotional Meditations 2 ecceecsesesscssensenctnetnertnetinsetnsenee E. C. Bontrager 
Message, “The Task of the Church in the 
WY Of LPR POCAY err tem oe hn, Mlagvanen Comeance Amsa Kauffman 


Special music for each service. 


Come and Enjoy the Fellowship. 


FORKS MINISTERIAL LIST 


- 1857-1957 © 


Name Office "et Born Ordained Died 
Jonas D. Troyer*, Bishop ..........- Sone, sere 1854 1897 
Christian Miller*, Preacher ..... tata cea 1818 =: c.1853-- - 1891 
Christian S. Plank*, Preacher ...:..°.05.2..58 1819°- > 031850) ~:...:1887 
John Smiley*, Preacher ..................- ++» 1822 1849 1879 
Joseph J. Bontrager, piacher oo ee ease 1867 1921 
Emanuel J. Hostetler, Preacher .............. 1842 ““c.1870 1908 
Seth Troyer, Preacher ....... = dil bes 4k Dee 1835 c. 1880 1910 
El 8. Miller (Cl. Frame), Volliger Armendiéner’ 1821 1860 1917 
Joseph D. Miller, Preacher . ere A ae ee 1968 1886 ~~ t901 
Edward Gegax, Preacher: 5. .uss206 eens 1857 1a87 i "1944 
Day. “Johns (Cl. Frame), Bishop -..........., 1850 1887 1943 
D. D. Miller, eacan ts ere “ides 1g90° "1955 

Pee res coe feet eee e eee eeee sees 1891 

Bishop... 6... 8s OFS le. Yn oT ee, PTs e 1906 
Andrew J. Hostetler, Deacon ............... .. 1858 +. 2 1896... 1925 
. Preacher set yew ec e/g e sia e: tram set civee el eA greta _ 1898 
Simon 'S. Yoder, Deacon ....... ea ae 1878 1908 1943 
S, E, Weaver, Preacher .............. ore 1880 i904 «1935 
SHY: Hooley Deacon... sis ae eee 1861 1906-1947 
W. Wilbur Miller, Preacher ..............: ev. 1899 1921 
¥.4. bontramer sPreacner i) nd eed eens 1888 1932. . 

Bishop i Adsons Sete ae es ee es eae 1945 
Malvin P.. Miller, Deacon .......... Pr VOT 00 aaa 
Donald .E. “Yoder, Preacher (2. s2.): ses eee 1930 1953... - 


*Ministers in the Clinton Frame Amish Mennonite Church from 1854 


when the division from the Old Order Amish occurred in Indiana. 


HISTORY OF THE FORKS CHURCH 
J. C. WENGER 


BACKGROUND 


For the history of the settlement of the Amish in Indiana we are 
deeply indebted to the father of the Old Order Amish bishop, Eli J. Bon- 
treger, a man named Hans E. Borntreger, who wrote a booklet in 1907 
entitled, Eine Geschichte der ersten Andiedelung der Amischen Men- 
noniten und die Grundung ihrer ersten Gemeinde im Staate Indiana, nebst 
Einer kurzen Erklarung uber die Spaltung die in dieser Gemeinde geschehen 
ist. Translated into English this title reads, “A History of the First Set- 
tlement of the Amish Mennonites and the Establishment of their First 
Congregation in the State of Indiana, together with a Brief Account of 
the Division which Occurred in this Church.” Let us see what the author 
has to tell us. 


He begins by stating that in the year 1840 there was a movement 
among the Amish in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, to seek homes 
farther west. Consequently four men made a tour of inspection of several 
western states. At Pittsburgh these four men (Daniel S. Miller, Preacher 
Joseph Miller, Nathan Smiley, and Joseph Speicher) took a boat down the 
Ohio to Cairo, Illinois, and thence on the Mississippi to Burlington, Iowa. 
They traveled by foot through the counties of Henry, Washington, and 
Johnson, and. then made their way across Illinois to Chicago. They then 
crossed Lake Michigan to the mouth of the St. Joseph River, and went 
up the river some distance, after which they traveled overland to Goshen, 
Indiana. Here they were delighted with the land and the people, and 
they were of one mind that this is where they wanted to settle with their 
families and establish their church. They returned home and shared their 
findings with their brethren and sisters in Somerset County, Pennsylvania. 
The next year (1841) four families loaded their possessions on wagons and 
headed for Elkhart County. These four families were: (1) Daniel S. and 
Barbara Miller with five children, Samuel, Polly, Jonathan, Rachel, and 
Barbara; (2) Preacher Joseph and Elizabeth Miller, with four children, 
Lydia, Polly, Daniel and Joseph; (3) Deacon Joseph and Barbara Born- 
treger with five children, Lisi, Christian, Barbara, Hansi, (the 1907 author) 
and David; and (4) Christian and Elizabeth Borntreger with two children, 
Lydia and Maria. These twenty-four souls traveled then by wagon, leay- 
ing Somerset County on June 3, 1841, and visited for one week in Holmes 
County en route. The party then traveled on west, going north into south- 
ern Michigan and passing through White Pigeon. From there they trav- 
eled southwest into Indiana and camped at the Indiana line for the last 
night. The next day they passed through Middlebury and reached Goshen 
on June 29, three weeks and five days after leaving their Pennsylvania 
homes. 


In Elkhart County these Amish settlers found the prairie land too 
high in price, so Preacher Joseph Miller and Deacon Joseph Borntreger 
each purchased eighty acres in Clinton township which was covered with 
forest. Daniel S. Miller and Christian Borntreger settled in Newbury 
township, Lagrange County, ten miles to the northwest. In October, 1841, 
the Emanuel Millers came from Ohio and located in Lagrange County, and 
later the following families settled in Elkhart County: Preacher Isaac 
Smucker, Jacob Kauffman, Israel Miller, and Jonas Hostetler. About this 
time they had their first meeting in the home of Daniel S. Miller in New- 
bury township. The next known service was held on Easter, March 27, 
1842 in the home of Preacher Joseph Miller in Clinton township, Elkhart 
County. There were fourteen members in the church at that time: 
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Preacher Joseph and Elizabeth Miller, Preacher Isaac and Sarah Smucker, 
Deacon Joseph and Barbara Borntreger, and four other couples. From 
Easter of 1842 and onward services were held regularly every two weeks. 


The Spring of 1842 eight more families arrived from Somerset County, 
Pennsylvania: Abraham Hershbergers, Joseph Hershbergers, John Hersh- 
bergers, Henry Millers, John (Hans) Millers, Philip Weirichs, Christian 
Hostetlers, and David Lehmans. These eight families all located in La- 
grange County. Many other families followed later. The Fall of 1842 
eight families came from Holmes County, Ohio, and settled in Elkhart 
County: John Millers, Joseph J. Millers, Jonas Millers, David H. Millers, 
Eli Chupps (Tschoppen), Velti Yoders, David Schrags (Schragen), and 
Deacon Peter Schrag. Many other families followed, so that the church 
grew rapidly. 

STORM AND STRESS 


In 1843 the church decided to ordain a bishop. Preachers Joseph 
Miller and Isaac Smucker received votes, and the lot fell on Smucker, the 
Amish preacher from Ohio. In 1844 Jonas Hostetler was ordained preacher 
to serve the group. The Fall of 1844 Preacher John (Hans) Borntreger, 
John C. Yoder, and others from Pennsylvania, settled in Lagrange County. 

By the year 1845 the disagreement between the Amish who came from 
Pennsylvania, and those who came from Ohio, was so sharp that a division 
occurred. Bishop Smucker, the more progressive leader, ordained Joseph 
J. Miller as preacher, and Velti Yoder as deacon. Yet the two groups 
desired peace and agreed in 1847 to have a committee of Amish leaders 
from Ohio try to arbitrate. Those who served were Moses Miller, Peter 
Gerber, and Joseph Koblentz. The committee succeeded in healing the 
division. About this time it was decided to make two congregations of 
the northern Indiana Amish: (1) Clinton, and (2) Lagrange. The Clinton 
Congregation soon chose John Reber as a new minister, but a few years 
later he moved to Iowa where he passed away. The Clinton Congregation 
chose John Smiley as preacher in 1849. In the Lagrange Congregation 
Joseph Miller (1808-77) was chosen and ordained bishop in 1848; it is said 
that he exerted a decisive influence in molding the Indiana Amish Church 
into its present form. In 1851 Bishop Isaac Smucker located briefly in 
McLean County, Illinois, but the next year he returned and settled at 
Hawpatch where in 1854 he organized the more progressive ‘‘Amish Men- 
nonite” Church southwest of the town now known as Topeka. In 1851 
two ministers moved into the Clinton Congregation from Ohio: Preacher 
Moses Kauffman and Preacher Christian S. Plank (1819-87). About the 
same time the ministry of Joseph J. Miller was revoked. In 1852 however 
Miller was restored to office through the use of the lot, and John C. Yoder 
was chosen deacon in the Lagrange Congregation. Deacon Sebastian 
Borntreger transferred from the Clinton to the Lagrange Congregation 
and reached a great age (he was 96 in 1907). Joseph J. Miller was ordained 
bishop in the Clinton Congregation the Fall of 1853. In April 1854 Preacher 
Jonas D. Troyer (1811-97) came from Ohio and united with the Clinton 
Congregation. 


The second schism occurred in 1854, the year of Troyer’s arrival. The 
year of the division Bishop Isaac Smucker of the Maple Grove Congrega- 
tion also ordained Troyer to the office of bishop. Bishop Troyer and 
Preachers Christian S. Plank, Christian Miller, and John Smiley were not 
minded to maintain the old Amish church order. They were less strict in 
discipline, they allowed members to enter business more freely than the 
Amish, they were perhaps a bit more active politically, and they began 
a new form of baptism: baptism with water (not immersion) in streams. 
The 1854 division occurred in both the Hawpatch and Clinton commu- 
nities. But the Amish booklet of 1907 adds that Troyer was a very gifted 
speaker and exercised a strong influence, the result being that a consid- 
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erable number of members in the Lagrange Church also followed Troyer 
into the new and progressive group which ultimately came to be called 
“Amish Mennonites” in contrast with the “Old Order Amish” who wished 
to maintain fully the ancient church order of their fathers. Those who 
stood loyally by the “Old Order” included Bishops Joseph Miller and 
Joseph J. Miller; Preachers John Borntreger, Jonas Hostetler, and Moses 
Kauffman; and Deacons John C. Yoder and Sebastian Borntreger. The 
1907 Amish author labels this a bedenkliche, bedauerliche, und vollkom- 
mene Spaltung (a noteworthy, sad, and complete division). We will now 
turn from the Old Order Amish to the history of the new group, the so- 
called ‘“‘High Amish,’ or Amish Mennonites. 


TWO NEW CONGREGATIONS 


As was stated above, the center of the new movement was the Clinton 
Congregation. For a number of years the new Clinton Amish Mennonite 
Congregation met in private homes, following the ancient Amish custom. 
But in less than a decade the group decided to adopt the Mennonite plan 
of building a house of worship. The result was that a plot of land was 
purchased from Michael Stutzman in the southwest portion of Section 16 
of Clinton Township, Elkhart County. On August 10, 1863 said Michael 
Stutzman and his wife Elizabeth for a sum of $25.00 conveyed an acre 
of land to the three trustees of the congregation, John Smiley, Emanuel 
Hostetler, and Samuel Stutzman. The amazing thing about the deed 
(Elkhart Co. Deed Book, Vol. 31, p. 557) is that the congregation is desig- 
nated as the Waldentz Church, Waldenser being the German name for the 
Waldenses. The old Martyrs Mirror of 1660, a Dutch Mennonite martyr- 
ology, teaches (erroneously) that the Anabaptists were historically contin- 
uous with the ancient Waldenses, and evidently the new group of Amish 
Mennonites thought of themselves as standing squarely in the true suc- 
cession! (The deed for the Amish Mennonite church property near 
Grovertown in Starke County, where Troyer later served as bishop and 
pastor, is also made out to the Waldenzer Church.) The purpose of the 
acre of land is given in the deed: “for the purpose of erecting a Meeting 
House on for said church.” The meetinghouse was probably built at once, 
in 1863. Eventually the church came to be known as the Clinton Frame 
Amish Mennonite Church to distinguish it from the Clinton Brick Men- 
nonite Church in Section 10 of the same township. (The Clinton Brick 
deed is dated, Nov. 14, 1856. Vol. 20, p. 507.) From the beginning a num- 
ber of Lagrange County Amish Mennonites probably drove over to the 
Clinton community to attend the biweekly services of Troyer and his col- 
leagues in the ministry, Miller, Plank, and Smiley. 


By the year 1857 the Amish Mennonites of Lagrange County, Newbury 
township to be exact, evidently felt that the time had come to organize 
a separate congregation. Their first service is said to have been held in 
the home of Joseph Hershberger, one mile north of the present Forks 
Church and one and one-fourth miles east. The ministers were the same as 
for the Clinton Congregation: Bishop Troyer, and Preachers Miller, Plank 
and Smiley. When the Clinton group built a meetinghouse in 1863 the 
Newbury group decided to do the same. They selected a plot of land in 
the forks of the Little Elkhart and Emma streams. This caused the new 
church to be called the Forks, although it is also referred to occasionally 
as the Little Elkhart in the earlier years. On May 4, 1864 John Leib and 
Elizabeth his wife conveyed an acre of land to the trustees Tobias Kauff- 
man, Christian Hostetler, and John Schrock. At this early date the new 
church evidently was employing the name, Amish Mennonite. They prob- 
ably had some knowledge of the founder of the Amish Church in Switzer- 
land in 1693, Jacob Amman. Not knowing just how to spell his name, 
the grantee in the deed is the Ommon Minenit Church (Lagrange Co. Deed 


Book No. 17, p. 223). The land cost $50.00. The church building was built 
at once, for a map in the Lagrange County Courthouse, printed in 1864, 
shows the A. Church on the present site of the Forks Church. This plot 
of land is in the southwest corner of the southeast quarter of Section 19 
of Newbury Township (Township 37 North and Range 8 East). Bishop 
Troyer had, by 1864, removed to Marshall County where he served the 
little Amish Mennonite flock near Grovertown in Starke County, the con- 
gregation which is also called Waldenzer in the deed recorded at Knox! 
By the late 1870’s the Starke County settlement was breaking up, and 
Troyer eventually returned to the Forks area. He was blind in his last 
years. He is remembered by the older people as having quoted much 
Scripture from memory. He died in the year 1897, and is said to be buried 
at Forest Grove Cemetery southwest of the Forks Church. In many 
respects Bishop Troyer was willing to discard the old Amish regulations. 
In his later years there were no written dress regulations at all. Even 
the ordained brethren were not required to wear the collarless coat. (D. D. 
Miller reported that he adopted the plain coat so that his services would 
be more acceptable to the Mennonites.) But on one point J. D. Troyer was 
Amish in his thinking; it was a matter of real concern to him that the 
younger ministers were not wearing beards. On one occasion he declared 
flatly that as long as there were Amish Mennonite ministers who did not 
wear the beard he would say nothing at all on the subject of non-conform- 
ity (reported by J. S. Hartzler). Thereupon D. J. Johns (1850-1942) and 
J.S. Hartzler (1857-1953) began to wear the beard. Johns kept his beard 


all his life, but J. S. Hartzler went home from Troyer’s funeral in 1897 
and shaved his off. 


EARLY FORKS PREACHERS 


Christian S. Plank (1819-87) was originally of Wayne County, Ohio, 
where he was born April 6, 1819. He was ordained in Ohio before coming 
to Indiana. He was a devoted man of God, much concerned for the wel- 
fare of the church. A generaation ago G. W. North wrote an artitcle in 
the Gospel Herald (1910, p. 748) on, “The First Amish Mennonite Sunday 
School in Northern Indiana.” He reported that Christian Plank, “‘our aged 
brother,” had started a Sunday school in the old Pashan school house in 
June, 1871. At that time there was still much opposition to the Sunday 
school, but Plank bravely launched out in the work. The young people 
attended largely, but many of the older people stood aloof at first. ‘‘As 
Bro. Plank was full of the Spirit, and his heart was filled with the love 
of God, he still kept on inviting the older ones to come and help him in 
the good cause of the Sunday school.” The school used both the German 
and English Testaments, and the German Allgemeine Liedersammlung and 
the English Mennonite Hymn Book. The school was closed in the Fall, 
as was customary in those days in Sunday school work, but the next 
Spring Plank resumed his work at Pashan. The response was so large 
that soon the building was too small. The Forks Congregation finally 
gave permission (1872) for the Sunday school to meet in their meeting- 
house. Brother North concluded his article with these words: “When I 
think of those early days, when I attended that Sunday school nearly 39 
years ago, and see how much better advantages we have now than we 
had then, I feel much encouraged to press on in the good cause.” Chris- 
tian Plank was married to Elizabeth Schrock on Oct. 1, 1840. This union 
was blessed with nine children: Barbara, 1841; Peter, 1843; Eli, 1845; 
Jacob, 1847; John, 1849; Jonathan, 1851; Christian, 1853; Mary, 1856; 
and Simon, 1859. (See Schrock Gen., p. 30). Plank’s companion died 
May 1, 1877 and the funeral sermons were preached by Jacob J. Weaver, 
the beloved preacher at Shore, and by Eli S. Miller the bishop-deacon 
(Volliger-Armendiener) of Forks and Clinton Frame. Christian Plank 


himself died on January 1, 1887, and D. J. Johns preached his funeral 
sermon. a3 


The other long-time preacher at Forks was Christian Miller who was 
born in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, on August 5, 1818. His great- 
grandfather, Christian Miller, had emigrated from Berne, Switzerland to 
America in 1763, settling first at Germantown, Pennsylvania, and later in 
the Kishocoquillas Valley, Mifflin County, Pennsylvania. He was neither 
Amish nor Mennonite. After his wife’s death he placed the children in 
various homes in the Valley. His oldest son Christian was reared by an 
Amish bishop named Hans Beiler. This son Christian later settled in 
Conemaugh Township, Somerset County, Pennsylvania, where he was the 
pioneer Amish bishop. He died in 1845, and eighty years later his de- 
scendants included twenty-one bishops, fifty-nine ministers, and twenty 
deacons. Bishop Christian was the father of Jacob S. Miller, and he in 
turn was the father of the Forks preacher, Christian Miller. Preacher 
Christian Miller of Forks was married three times: (1) to Lydia Hoch- 
stetler (1822-1849) who bore him three children, Catharine, 1840; Peter, 
1842; and Anna, 1846; (in 1844 Christian and Lydia and family located in 
Lagrange County); (2) Christian’s second wife was Barbara Mast (d. 1872), 
who bore him three more children: Polly, 1851; Mary; and John C.; (3) 
for his third wife Christian married a widow, Fannie Miller Kauffman 
(d. 1905), who bore him three more children: Menno, 1874; Lydia, 1876; 
and Fannie, 1883 (mother of Rollin Frey). Preacher Christian Miller 
was also an uncle of Mrs. O. S. Hostetler. He was a fine man of God, 
though not as able a man as D. J. Johns or D. D. Miller. After a ministry 
of about thirty-eight years he fell asleep in the Lord on July 25, 1891. 
Bishop Johns preached his funeral sermon. 


The first four preachers at Forks also served the Clinton Congrega- 
tion before the formation of the Forks Congregation in 1857 or there- 
abouts: Bishop Troyer, Christian Plank, Christian Miller and John Smiley 
(Schmeily in German). Smiley was born in Somerset County, Pennsyl- 
vania, on Oct. 2, 1822, and in 1842 moved with his parents to Elkhart 
County, Indiana. As a young man he returned to Pennsylvania and in 
1845 he was baptized in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, and received into 
the Amish Church. On January 15, 1846 he was united in marriage with 
Mary Conrad of Wayne County, Ohio. That same spring they located in 
Elkhart County, Indiana, and in 1849 he was ordained as a preacher. In 
the division of 1854 he followed Jonas D. Troyer and Isaac Smucker, and 
helped serve in the ministry of the new group, the Amish Mennonites, 
until! 1866 when he and his family moved to Wayne County, Ohio. He 
died Sept. 18, 1879 at 56 years of age. (Obit.in H. T., Nov. 1879, p. 217). 


ORDINATIONS 


The first man to be ordained at Forks was Joseph J. Bontrager. Like 
Smiley he also was born in Somerset County, Pennsylvania. The date was 
Sept. 28, 1830. He was married twice: first to Elizabeth Hershberger on 
March 21, 1852; and second to Barbara Moyer on Jan. 29, 1882. To the 
latter union six children were born: Miles, 1882; Ezra, 1884; Glen, 1886; 
Minnie, 1888; Aeneas, 1890; and Perry, 1892. On June 2, 1867 he was 
ordained preacher at the Forks Church, being chosen by lot. He was of a 
conservative turn of mind, wished to retain German services, and was soon 
unhappy at what he felt was worldliness in the congregation. The con- 
sequence was that he withdrew to found the Townline Congregation, which 
is now known as Conservative Mennonite. The trustees of the new con- 
gregation purchased an acre of land from Joseph J. Yoder on Nov. 1, 1877 
for the sum of one dollar, and on this land they erected the Townline 
Meetinghouse. (Lagrange Co. Deed Book No. 27, p. 366). For some reason 
Bontrager did not stay long with his new Townline Congregation,—which 
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was composed of some former Forks Amish Mennonite members and some 
former Old Order Amish members. In 1883 he moved to Kansas, and later 
he located at Bloomfield, Montana, where he died Nov. 13, 1921. He was 
a tall, slim man, possibly five feet ten inches in height. At his death he 
was in the Old Order Amish group. 


Three preachers seem to have served only briefly or, in the case of 
one, somewhat sporadically, at Forks. Emanuel J. Hostetler was a preacher 
as early as 1870; he was probably ordained as a sort of younger ministerial 
colleague to serve with the new minister Joseph Bontrager. Hostetler was 
born in Holmes County, Ohio, on May 30, 1842. His first wife was Mag- 
dalena Hochstetler (1840-71) whom he married in 1862. They had five 
children. In 1871 he married a second wife, Margaretha Kefaber, who 
bore him twelve more children.. The first two of these twelve were born 
in Missouri, but in the late 1870’s he must have moved back to Forks for 
a time, for his son Monroe was born at Middlebury in 1878. About 1881 
he returned to Missouri and located in Cass County, where he died Septem- 
ber 14, 1903. The only problem is that the ‘‘Mawney” Hostetler who lived 
in Missouri and died in 1903 was not a preacher, at least not in the last 
decades of his life. Was he removed from office before or after he left 
Indiana? Or did he get discouraged because of the church difficulties in 
Cass County? His funeral services were held in the Sycamore Grove 
Church, and his body was buried in the Clearfork Cemetery. The second 
preacher who served briefly at Forks was Edward Gegax (1857-1947) who 
received a vote for preacher in 1887 and was ordained by lot on April 26, 
1887. He preached several years, but his relationships with the congrega- 
tion were not completely harmonious, and he left the church to unite 
with the Church of the Brethren. His wife was Lizzie Miller, and four of 
his five living children are members of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church; the fifth, Dr. C. L. Gegax of Millersburg, is a member of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church. His older son Noble died of cholera 
infantum in 1889. Edward was a member of the Seventh Day Adventists 
at his death. His body is buried in the Forest Grove Cemetery. The third 
preacher of the trio served irregularly at Forks because of the way he 
moved about: Seth Troyer (1835-1910), son of Bishop Jonas D. Troyer. 
He married Elizabeth (“Betsy”) Kenagy on March 27, 1856. For a time 
they lived in Tennessee. They had six children. He was in the ministry 
by the time the Lagrange County History went to press in 1881. He died 
in 1910 at Constantine, Michigan. Bishop D. J. Johns and Preacher D. D. 
Troyer preached at the funeral services. His body is buried at Forest 
Grove. 


The Miller family now enters the picture. The first (after Preacher 
Christian) was Eli S. Miller of Holmes County, Ohio. According to the 
Gnaegi History he was born on Sept. 11, 1821, and in 1843 married Mary 
(Maria) Kauffman who bore him 15 children: Levi, 1843; Jonas, 1845; 
Abraham, 1847; Catherine, 1848; Susan, 1850; Elizabeth, 1851; Simon, 
1853; Lydia, 1854; Sarah, 1856; Eli, 1857; Amanda, 1859; Mahala, 1861; 
Mary (Maria), 1864; Malinda, 1866; and Harvey, 1870 (a member of the 
North Goshen Congregation when he died). Eli was commonly called 
“Sim Eli” after his father Simon. He was ordained deacon (Armendiener) 
in 1849, and eleven years later was “confirmed” or made a Volliger Ar- 
mendiener, that is a ‘‘bishop-deacon,” an office found among the Amish, 
but not among the Mennonites. Ordinarily he served more or less as a 
deacon, yet he could preach, and was empowered to do all the work of a 
bishop if needed. As a matter of fact he married couples and baptized at 
Forks, perhaps while Bishop Troyer lived in Marshall County, or in other 
emergencies. He is said to have moved to Indiana about August, 1870, 
where he located near the famous “Eight-Square” School-house. After 
the age of ninety he learned the Sermon on the Mount by heart. In his 
later years he frequently attended Clinton Frame. He died March 1, 1917, 
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and his body was buried in the Miller eee east: of. Mead ‘Shore’ Men- 
nonite Church. 


_ The next Miller. to serve at Forks was Tenor D. Miller, the older 
brother of Bishop D. D.-Miller. Joseph was born Sept. 20, 1858. His wife 
was Catharine. Johns,.first cousin of Bishop D. J. Johns. Seven children 
graced this union: Daniel, 1880 Clara, 1884; Nora, 1886; Ira, 1891; Perry, 
1894; and the twins, Edna and Edwin, 1896. On June 19, 1886 Bishop J.P. 
Smucker, son of Bishop Isaac Smucker, ordained Joseph Miller as preacher 
at Forks... He was a good and faithful preacher, but not as able as his 
younger brother. He died of. pneumonia at the early age of 42 on Jan. 14, 
1901. He was conscious until the end, and a few hours before passing over 
he called in each child and gave it farewell. To Ira, a boy of about ten, 
he said in Pennsylvania German: “Sei ’n guter Boo un’ harrich die 
Mamm.” (“Be a good boy and obey your Mother.’”) Joseph Miller’s body 
is buried in the Bontrager Cemetery west of Earley Bontrager’s farm. » 


D. D. MILLER AND FAMILY 


Daniel D. Miller, always known as “D. D.,” was born Nov. 10, 1864. 
As a young man he prepared himself for school-teaching, which profession 
he followed 20 years. On May 26, 1889 he was united in marriage with 
Jeanette (‘“Nettie”’) Hostetler, sister of Bishop O. S. Hostetler. Thirteen 
children came into their home, although the first two died as infants: 
Susan, 1890 (born dead); Henry, 1891; Orie O., 1892; Ernest E., 1893; 
Truman T., 1895; Ida, 1896; Clara, 1898; W. Wilbur, 1899: Kathryn, 1900; 
Bertha, 1902: Alice, 1903; Samuel on 1908: and Mabel, 1909. The eleven 
children who grew to maturity all ‘taught school for longer or shorter 
periods. Orie served long as Executive Secretary of the Mennonite Central 
Committee. 


Ernest E. Miller was a missionary to India from 1921 to 1937. He was 
born September 16, 1893.. On June 20, 1918 he married Ruth Blosser. 
Two children blessed their home: Thelma, 1923, now Mrs. Weyburn Groff, 
a missionary in India and Donald G., 1927, now a physician and: surgeon 
in Middlebury, Ind. On Dec. 9, 1917 Bishop J. S. Shoemaker, represent- 
ing the Mennonite Board of Missions and Charities, ordained Ernest to 
the ministry with the intention of sending him to India; war conditions 
made this impossible for a time so Ernest served with the American Com- 
mittee for Relief in the Near East for eighteen months, working in Turkey, 
Syria, and Mesopotamia. After his return from India he earned his Doctor 
of Philosophy degree at New York University, after which he served as 
president of Goshen College, 1940-54. He is now Professor of Education: 
in Goshen College. He was a minister in the Forks Congregation from 
his return from India until March, 1947, when he transferred his mem- 
bership and ministry to the College Mennonite Church in Goshen. 


W. W. Miller (Wilbur) was born May 28, 1899. On May 6, 1923 he 
married Mary G. Warye of Ohio. To this union three children were born: 
Rosemary, 1924; Martha, 1927; and Sara, 1928. On June 5, 1921 his 
father ordained him as a preacher at Forks after the congregation had 
elected him to the office. He served for several years before transferring 
his efforts to the educational field. He became superintendent of schools 
at Columbus, Ohio. 


D. D. Miller’s youngest son, Samuel S., was born February 21, 1908. 
On Dec. 24, 1932 he was united in marriage with Ellen Gardner of Mid- 
dlebury. Four children were born into this home: Meredeth, 1933; Pa- 
tricia, 1937; Samuel, 1939; and Eleanor, 1942. On Jan. 5, 1936 Bishop 
D. A. Yoder ordained Samuel to the ministry of the Gospel in the Clinton 
Brick Mennonite Church where he served for a decade. More recently, 
in addition to teaching school, he became pastor of the Hopewell Men- 
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nonite Church at Kouts, Ind. There he was ordained to the office of 
bishop by Paul Mininger on May 8, 1955. 


D. D. Miller united with the Amish Mennonites while living as a young 
man in Cass County, Mo. Returning to Indiana he quickly won the love 
and respect of the Forks Church. In 1890 the congregation decided to 
ordain a deacon. He received votes, and the lot fell on him. Bishop D. J. 
Johns ordained him. Right from the start the people liked to hear him 
preach, so a year later Bishop Johns ordained him to the ministry on the 
basis of the vote of the church. On Good Friday (April 13), 1906, Bishop 
Johns ordained him for the third time, this time to the office of bishop. 
On the same day Miller was ordained Johns also ordained J. Y. Hooley 
to the office of deacon. D. D. Miller then took over the bishop care of 
the Forks Church from D. J. Johns who had served as bishop there from 
1887. For a long period of time D. D. was the chief pastor of the Forks 
Church and he was given bishop oversight over a number of other con- 
gregations such as Maple Grove, Topeka; Middlebury; Goshen College; 
North Goshen; Hopewell at Kouts; and possibly others. He played a large 
role in the work of the General Mission Board, and of the Mennonite Board 
of Education. He was an effective Bible Conference instructor. He held 
many evangelistic meetings. His voice carried much weight in the coun- 
sels of the church as a whole. He wrote many articles for the Gospel 
Herald, and for a time conducted a sort of query column on the home. He 
was a man of deep convictions who stood fearlessly for what he thought 
was right. Following a period of a little over a decade of poor health, part 
of the time critically ill, he went home to his Lord on Jan. 19, 1955. His 
body is interred at the Forest Grove Cemetery. 


LATER ORDINATIONS 


Five years after D. D. Miller was ordained preacher the congregation 
decided to ordain another deacon. This time the man chosen was Andrew 
J. Hostetler. Andrew was born in Holmes County, Ohio, August 18, 1858. 
At the age of six his parents brought him to Indiana. He was twice mar- 
ried: first to Anna A. Schrock on July 30, 1885. To this union two chil- 
dren were born, Cora and Charles. His second wife was Rebecca Hostetler, 
whom he married on Dec. 27, 1891. Two more children now came into 
the home: LeRoy A. and an infant daughter who died. On Oct. 26, 1896 
Bishop J. P. Smucker (1824-1903) of Nappanee ordained Andrew to the 
office of deacon. (Smucker was considerably older than Bishop D. J, 
Johns, 1850-1942, the bishop in charge, and had been a bishop ten years 
before Johns. He often did bishop work at Forks, baptizing, for example, 
two classes of converts at Forks in 1895). On May 15, 1898 Bishop Johns 
ordained Andrew to the office of preacher which he filled faithfully until 
1903 when he became pastor of the new Forks outpost, the Middlebury 
congregation. He died Nov. 24, 1925 at the age of 67. He was an uncle 
of O. S. Hostetler. 


The next brother to be ordained at Forks was Simon S. Yoder, a 
brother of Mrs. O. S. Hostetler. Simon was born May 5, 1878 in Lagrange 
County. On May 14, 1899 he was united in marriage with Sarah Troyer. 
Five children graced their home: Ferne, 1900; Ruby, 1904; Mabel, 1906: 
Samuel, 1910; and Grace Elizabeth, 1915. He was a farmer and school 
teacher (taught 20 years), aS well as a preacher. He was ordained first 
as a deacon on May 17, 1903. In a few years he transferred his mem- 
bership to Middlebury. There he was ordained as a preacher by D. J. 
Johns on Dec. 28, 1907. When the Middlebury Congregation divided 
in 1923 S. S. Yoder and a part of the congregation became independent, 
but in 1926 he and the new “Warren Street Mennonite Church” were re- 
ceived into the Central Conference of Mennonites, which is now a part of 
the General Conference Mennonite Church. In 1941 he returned to the 


12 


Indiana-Michigan Conference (Mennonite Church). He passed away Sept. 
3, 1943. 


The departure of A. J. Hostetler to Middlebury in 1903 left D. D. Miller 
without a fellow-preacher. So in 1904 the congregation elected Samuek 
E. Weaver to the office of preacher, and he was ordained on June 12 of 
that year. For twelve years he was a faithful and much appreciated min- 
ister at Forks. He was also for many years the secretary of the Indiana- 
Michigan Mennonite Conference. In July, 1916, he requested his release 
from the congregation, which was granted on July 23, although a large 
number of people were heavy-hearted about losing their esteemed min- 
ister. His health was often not very vigorous, and he died at the age of 
55 on Nov. 16, 1935. His body was interred in the Bontrager Cemetery 
west of Earley Bontrager’s farm. He had been born at Nappanee on Feb. 
26, 1880. His marriage to Fannie Stahly of Lagrange County occurred in 
1902. Their son Stahly was born the next year. For his second wife Sam- 
uel chose Laura Johns, a niece of Bishop D. J. Johns. She bore him four 
children: Esther, 1905; Rachel, 1909; Eunice, 1919; and Arthur, 1924. 
The lcss of S. E. Weaver was a genuine disappointment to the Forks 
Church. 


As was noted above Deacon Joseph Y. Hooley was ordained on Good 
Friday, 1906, the same day as D. D. Miller was ordained bishop. J. Y. 
was born June 30, 1861 in Mahoning County, Ohio. (His father Jacob 
came from Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, and eventually located in St. 
Joseph County, Michigan). Joseph married Gertrude Yoder and they be- 
came the parents of eight children: Levi, Noah, Menno, Lydia Ann, Beu- 
lah, Ora, Katie, and Luella. He often preached, especially when D. D. 
Miller was away from Forks in bishop work or general church work. He 
died July 29, 1947, over 41 years after he and D. D. Miller became a hard- 
working team in the work of the Lord. He was a somewhat emotional 
man, but he had deep convictions as to what was right and wrong. 


PRESENT MINISTRY 


During the long ministry of D. D. Miller the following nine ministe- 
rial colleagues served for shorter or longer periods: A. J. Hostetler, S. S. 
Yoder, S. E. Weaver, J. Y. Hooley, W. W. Miller, Ernest E. Miller, E. C. 
Bontrager, Malvin P. Miller, and Donald E. Yoder. (These are in addition 
to Eli S. Miller, D. J. Johns, and other non-resident bishops who assisted 
in the work from time to time). To strengthen the Miller-Hooley team 
the congregation decided in 1932 to ordain another minister to assist in 
the work of the church. Votes were cast and the lot fell on Earley C. 
Bontrager. Earley was born June 29, 1888 in Lagrange County, Indiana. 
On Jan. 28, 1912 he married Delcie Mishler who had been born in Howard 
County, Indiana. They were blessed with four children: Hilda, 1915; 
Glenola, 1919; Marion, 1923; and Mark, 1930. Earley was ordained on 
May 8, 1932, which means that he has already given more than a quarter- 
century of service to his congregation. Bishop D. J. Johns performed the 
ordination. After the illness of D. D. Miller, the congregation decided to 
ordain another bishop, and on March 25, 1945 Bishop O. S. Hostetler or- 
dained E. C. Bontrager to the office of bishop on the basis of the con- 
gregational vote, and with the approval of the congregation to proceed 
without a lot. The bishop-pastor of the congregation is the traditional 
farmer-preacher who goes quietly about his work, stays close by his flock, 
loves them, feeds them, and prays for them. He will be remembered for 
his earnest efforts to discharge his duties humbly and faithfully. 


Ten years after E. C. Bontrager’s ordination the congregation decided 
to ordain another deacon. By congregational vote Malvin P. Miller was 
selected. D. D. Miller ordained him on March 29, 1942, over fifteen years 
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ago. Malvin was born at Sugarcreek, Holmes County, Ohio, on March 3, 
1899. On Dec. 25, 1922 he was united in marriage with Anna May Yoder 
of the Forks Congregation. This union was blessed with five children: 
Ruth, 1923; Mary Jean, 1925; Eloise, 1927; Daniel, 1933; and Carroll, 
1937. Malvin is.a serious and earnest worker in the church, an able 
speaker, one who is much concerned for the welfare of the Brotherhood, 
He is an uncle of Donald Yoder, the youngest minister. 


Donald E. Yoder was born Dec. 16, 1930. He is a graduate of Goshen 
College Biblical Seminary (Bachelor of Theology, 1954), the first sem- 
inary-trained minister in the congregation. On September 25, 1955 he 
married Bonnie Lou Miller, a nurse. They are the parents of a daughter, 
LuAnne, 1957. In 1953 the congregation decided to ordain a minister to 
assist in the work. Donald was chosen by lot, and is filling a large role 
in the life of the church, partciularly with young people. At this writing 
E. C. Bontrager is bishop, Donald E. Yoder is minister, and Malvin P. 
Miller is deacon of the congregation. ‘These three are laboring harmo- 
niously to build Christ’s Kingdom in the Forks community. 


HOUSES OF WORSHIP 


As was noted earlier in this paper, the first Forks meetinghouse was 
built in 1864. That building was used for almost 30 years, being replaced 
in 1893. The original building was then moved to the nearby farm which 
is now owned by Arthur Augsburger and used to store machinery. It is 
still standing, being 93 years old. The 1893 meetinghouse, forty by seventy 
feet in size, was built at the suggestion of Bishop D. J. Johns who told the 
congregation that people were staying away from Forks because there was 
no room for them. In 1915 the congregation remodeled the 1893 build- 
ing, adding a basement and installing a light plant. On Sunday morning, 
Sept. 18, 1927 the 1893 building was struck by lightning and burned to 
the ground. It was rebuilt at once, and the first service held in the 1927 
meetinghouse on Jan. 15, 1928. On April 24, 1949 the meetinghouse 
burned down again! Once more the congregation proceeded to erect a 
new one. The dedication of the 1949 meetinghouse was held on Jan. 22, 
1950. In 1954 the congregation built a church cabin west of the meeting- 
house for the use of the Sewing Circle and the Mennonite Youth Feliow- 
ship of the congregation. 


CHURCH ACTIVITIES 


The congregation has the usual activities of the Mennonite congrega- 
tions of northern Indiana. As was noted above, the Sunday school was 
started in 1871 and moved into the meetinghouse in 1872. It became 
“evergreen” (met 12 months per year) in 1886. In the 1920’s a Sunday 
school library was started. The Sunday evening Young People’s Bible 
Meeting, which is attended by people of all ages, started about 1890, the 
year D. D. Miller was first ordained. About 1910 the young people began 
to have literary society meetings, recreation and entertainment being the 
central concerns. Refreshments were served. A more formal organization 
of a real literary society occurred in 1917 and was named Vesphi-Delphian. 
About 1950 the literary was converted into the well-balanced M. Y. F. 
(Mennonite Youth Fellowship). The Sewing Circle was organized during 
the First World War with Mrs. Mose Yoder as its first president. It has 
had an active history ever since that time. The group met in private homes 
until about 1940, after that time in the private home west of the church 
which the congregation purchased, and since 1954 in the cabin. 


The congregation has had a strong missionary spirit. Among those 
who have gone out from Forks, in addition to the children of D. D. Miller 
who were mentioned already, are the following: Dr. and Mrs. W. B. Page 
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to India, S. Jay Hostetlers to India, Wilbur Hostetlers to India, Bishop O. 
S. Hostetler and wife to the Emma Congregation, Amsa H. Kauffmans to 
the Spanish of the Southwestern U.S. A. (now bishop of the Clinton Brick 
Congregation), Victor Millers to the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, Edward 
D. Jones to White Cloud, Michigan, and S. J. Miller to the Leo Congre- 
gation, and Orvin J. Hooley to the Burr Oak Congregation, Sturgis, Mich. 


The congregation also tried to carry out the Great Commission closer 
to home. In addition to the creation of the Middlebury Congregation and 
supplying it with ministers, the Forks Church also conducted mission 
Sunday schools at Wilson, another in the White Pigeon area, a third at 
Fawn River, Michigan, and a fourth at California, Mich. None of these 
resulted in the establishment of a new congregation as yet. 


IN CONCLUSION 


In the last generation the congregation has somewhat diminished in 
size, at least in part through Mennonites leaving the community and the 
farms being sold to the Amish. With the present ministry and a vigorous 
program of Sunday school work, a dynamic teaching of God’s Word from 
the pulpit, an active program for the young people, and an awake and 
spiritual laity, it may be anticipated that the work will prosper and grow 
both numerically and spiritually. With full confidence in the omnipotent 
Lord Jesus Christ let us go forward in the glorious work of building His 
kingdom among men through His Church. 


In the preparation of this paper I used the papers prepared by Floyd L. Rhein- 
heimer, M. D., and Alberta Augsburger Hartzler; also the printed biographical sketch, 
Daniel D. Miller, by Ernest E. Miller, (1957); I searched court-house records; and 
interviewed many people including E. C. Bontrager, Donald E. Yoder, O. S. Hostetler, 
Daniel J. Stahly, and others. For the mistakes I alone am responsible. Any errors 
will be corrected in the forthcoming book, The Mennonites of Indiana and Michigan, 
which I hope to publish in 1959. J.C. W. 
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1949 Forks Meetinghouse. 
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Bishop-Deacon Eli S. Miller. 
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Bishop D. D. Milier. 
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Missionary S. J. Hostetler. 
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Deacon J, Y. and Gertrude Hooley. 
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July 4, 1947 Church Outing at A, E, Hostetler Farm. 


Preacher W. W. and Mary Miller. 
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Bishop E. C. Bontrager. 
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Older Members at the 1957 Church Outing. Front row, left to right: Katie 
Ann Yoder, Lamora Miller, Cassie Hostetler, Lydia Miller, and Ed Miller. 
Back row, left to right: Daniel J. Stahly, Levi Eash, and D. D. Miller. 


Home Missionary Victor Miller and Family. 
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